Corticotrigeminal motor pathway in the rat--I. Antidromic activation.
1. The rat corticotrigeminal motor pathway was electrophysiologically investigated. 2. Fifty-one cortical neurons were antidromically activated by stimulation of the contralateral motor trigeminal nucleus (MTN). 3. Twenty-eight of the neurons were examined to see whether they were pyramidal tract (PT) neurons and seven were the PT neurons. 4. Forty peduncular axons were antidromically activated by stimulation of the contralateral MTN and eight of them were the PT axons. 5. Most MTN projecting axons showed slower conduction velocities than their stem anons.